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of.1 They have great quantity of salmon, herring, cod and similar fish. They have also great store of wood and above all of pines for making masts and yards of ships. On this account his Majesty here intends to draw great advantage from the said land, as well by the wood for ships, of which they are hi want, as by the men, who will be excellent for labour and the best slaves that have hitherto been obtained. This has seemed to me^ worthy to be notified to you, and if anything more is learned by the arrival of the captain's caravel, I shall likewise let you know.
From a translation kindly lent by Dr H. P. Biggar.
NO. 35.   ALONSO  DE   SANTA  CRUZ   ON  THE   NORTH-WESTERN   DISCOVERIES
From the Islario General de todas las Islas del Mundo, by Alonso de Santa Cruz, a MS completed in 1541.
The Land of the Labrador.
That region of which we now wish to treat is commonly called the land of the Labrador, opinions differing whether it is cut off from the continent of Engrovelandia, of which we made mention in the first part [of this MS.], or whether it is all one land with the northern continent of Europe, which still awaits navigation, by reason of the harshness of that region, which is so cold that it can only be attempted in summer. Ziegler holds that this land is all continuous with Escondia, being influenced by what Antonio Gaboto2 said of it, who had coasted the land and northern shore even farther than the land of the Bacallaos and almost as far as Florida, that even in July there were such great floes and masses of ice on the sea, larger than their ships, which came along the coast propelled by the currents, that they could hardly keep clear of them; but that story was very confused, and one in which little trust was placed, as being the first [of its
1 Pietro Pasqualigo had evidently not heard of the Cabot expeditions, and his inference is that this was the mainland of Asia, to which the articles must have travelled otherwise than by sea, i.e. eastwards from Europe across the continent,
8 Antonio Gaboto here really stands for Sebastian Cabot, the explanation being that Jacobus Ziegler (Strasburg, 1532) paraphrased Peter Martyr's account of Sebastian's north-western voyage, and gave the commander's name as "Antoninus Cabotus". Santa Cruz copies the name, but evidently does not realize that he is dealing with Sebastian Gabot, for at a later stage he describes "Antonio" Cabot as the father of Sebastian.